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THE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 
 

Opening Hymn 56, vss. 7-8   O come, O come Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel 

 
The Word of God 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

When appointed, the following hymn or some other song of praise is sung or said, all standing 

 

Trisagion   

 Priest:   Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One   

 People:  Have mercy upon us. 

 

The Celebrant says the Collect of the Day 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, 

at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

 “Lord, grant us your light,  

  that being rid of the darkness of our hearts  

   we may come to the true light which is Christ.” 

 

The Lessons  

 

The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying  
 

A Reading From 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

When the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house 

of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you 

have in mind; for the LORD is with you." 
 

But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: 

Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a 

house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 

been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the 

people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 

commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of  



 

cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: 

I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 

and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 

before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 

earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 

live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 

as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give 

you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make 

you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your 

throne shall be established forever. 
 

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 

 People Thanks be to God. 
 

Silence may follow 

A Psalm, hymn, or anthem may follow each Reading. 

 

The Response: Canticle 15:  The Song of Mary Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *  

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
A Reading From Romans 16:25-27 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is 

now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according 

to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 

 People Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hymn 438 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Woodlands 

  



 

Priest 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 

name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 

you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be.  
 

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 

now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will 

be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?”  
 

The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 

of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this 

is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with 

God.”  
 

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

 Reader The Gospel of the Lord 

 People Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

Sermon   Father Stephen 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father,    

 God from God, Light from Light,  

  true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

   by the power of the Holy Spirit 

         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

   



 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People, Form III 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

 That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Your prayers are asked for our parish, especially the Putt, Reynolds, Rowe, and Schelhorn  

families; for David, Leslie, Jim, Barbara, Carol, and Janet; for those serving in the military: Lexi, 

Sean, Aaron, Eric, Morgan, Andrew, and Brendan; for first responders: Michael and Tyler; for 

loved ones and friends in need of our continuing prayers: Dawn N., Jim, Heidi, Ryan, Sue, 

Cathy, Susan, John, Barbara, Ron, Olivia; Joel, Gabrial and Jonathan; Brian Shaffer, Michael, and 

Sharon G; in the Anglican cycle of prayer for St. Thomas Lancaster, for mission agencies and 

their ministry throughout the Anglican Communion, including the Mothers’ Union around the 

world. 

 



A Prayer for The Search Committee: Almighty God, you graciously meet us in all the avenues 

of our life. In this period of transition, look kindly on the people of All Saints as they seek a new 

Rector. Grant the members of the Search Committee discerning and enquiring hearts. Gift the 

people of the parish with listening hearts that they may truly hear each other. Touch those 

priests seeking a new ministry, and by your Holy Spirit bring all things together, through your 

Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Your prayers are asked for our diocese: God of wisdom and love, in whom we find our joy: 

Help us to listen for your Word and to discern your way forward for our Church. Give us the 

insight to hold on to what is true, the courage to explore new ideas, and the boldness to create 

with you. Let us be Shaped by Faith for your mission; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Your own petitions are invited, aloud or in the silence of your heart. 
 

The People may add their own petitions. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Silence 
 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, 

look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of 

souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin 
 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

    in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

    that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life. Amen. 
 

The Peace   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another    



 

Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from 

sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 

power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold 

his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and  Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 

 

Sanctus  
 

Celebrant and people 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory; Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the 

words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 

be consecrated. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 



 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 Celebrant and People 

  Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 
 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

And as our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread        

 

 Celebrant   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

The Celebrant says the following Invitation   
  

 The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 

Communion Hymn 265 The angel Gabriel from heaven came Gabriel’s Message 

  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

 Let us pray. 
 

 



Celebrant and People:   
 

Almighty and everliving God, in union with your faithful people at every altar of your 

Church, where the Holy Eucharist is being celebrated, we offer you praise and thanksgiving. 

We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your 

coming in glory. Since some of our community cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of 

your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into their hearts. Cleanse and 

strengthen us with your grace; empower us to do the work you have given us to do, to love 

and serve you, as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy 

Spirit, be honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen.   

   (Adapted from the Prayer Book for the Armed Services and the Book of Common Prayer)  

 

Blessing and Dismissal  

 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Closing Hymn 66 Come, thou long expected Jesus Stuttgart 

 

Postlude   Noël X: Angels of the Lord They Came Louis-Claude D’Aquin 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Notes … 

 

   Year-End Giving: As we approach the end of the fiscal year, please note that IRS 

regulations dictate that for 2020 giving to count toward the 2020 tax year, the donation must be 

processed in that fiscal year (deposited with bank receipt, not a back-dated check). Because of 

these strong IRS regulations and scrutiny of non-profits, the national church and diocese require 

us to abide by these regulations strictly. Deadline for church’s receipt: December 30th in time 

for processing and depositing by our bookkeeper on the morning of December 31st. 

 

From Our Treasurer:  Please note:  If you use the convenience of ACH to make your pledge 

payments and you changed your pledge amount for 2021, all updates will be made on 

Tuesday, December 22nd.  If you have any questions, please contact Tammy or Don. 

 

Giving Envelopes for 2021 … Because of the return to virtual worship, we cannot distribute the 

boxes of giving envelopes in the usual manner – i.e., having them out for pickup in the narthex 

on Sunday mornings. In consultation with the treasurer, we’ve decided to hold off mass 

distribution until we return to in-church worship (cost of mailing is prohibitive). You will keep 

the same number you had for 2020, and it will be helpful (but not required) if the number is 

noted on the memo line of your check. Once we’re back in church, we will distribute the boxes. 

Give the office a call (717-533-2454) or email (all-saints@live.com) if you have questions. 
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  An Opportunity With Gift Cards: If you would like to participate in An Advent Giving 

Project, GIANT and WEIS gift cards are available for a charitable donation to Church World 

Service in $25 denominations.  You can order one or more gift cards; make out a check to All 

Saints Church for the total amount of your donation.  The check should be marked with the 

memo CWS and mailed to the church (310 Elm Avenue, Hershey). Please mark the notation 

CWS on the outside of the envelope.       Please notify Glen Bartlett of the type and number of 

cards; text your request to Glen at 717-421-2120 or email him at gsbmdkids@gmail.com, with the 

notation CWS on the subject line. The cards will be delivered to CWS by the Hartman’s in time 

for Christmas.  They will be used to purchase groceries and other necessities for recently 

resettled families. Your participation is greatly appreciated.  This giving project is done in 

conjunction with our Diocesan Migration Ministries Commission which works to welcome 

refugees and support asylees.   
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